How to Dispose of Medicines
Properly...Residential Drug
Take-Back Program

For decades the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) said it was an acceptable practice
to dispose of unwanted pharmaceuticals by
flushing them down the toilet. Sewage, storm
water, and drinking water infrastructure were
never equipped to handle pharmaceutical
waste and chemicals ended up in trace
amounts in local drinking water supplies.
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The Oak Forest Water Department is asking residents not to dump unused medications in your toilet or
in the garbage where they can ultimately pollute our drinking water sources. We urge residents to
properly dispose of unwanted prescription and over-the-counter medications by the free Prescription
Drug Take Back Program sponsored by the Cook County Sheriff at the nearby Markham courthouse.

A permanent collection box is available at the Markham Courthouse to make disposal of prescription
drugs easy and convenient. Residents can drop off unused prescription drugs Monday through Friday
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. This collection box is under the watchful eye of Sheriff’s deputies to ensure
that no inappropriate items are placed in the boxes. The program does not accept liquid forms of
medication such as cough syrups.

At present, the Prescription Drug Take Back Program is currently destroying approximately ten pounds
per week including: prescription pill bottles, unused and expired over-the-counter medication (Aleve,
aspirin, vitamins, diet pills, cold tablets), and unused pre-measured drugs such as insulin, as well as
unused sharps or needles. The locked collection boxes are emptied on a scheduled basis by a Sheriff’s
deputy; it is weighed and logged, and then turned over to the Sheriff's Police Department for
destruction.

Residents can drop off unused prescription drugs at the courthouse:

Sixth Municipal District Courthouse
16501 South Kedzie Parkway
Markham, lllinois 60428

Proper disposal of pharmaceuticals by Oak Forest residents is a crucial part of efforts to keep our
community safe and protect our drinking water. For more information about the Sheriff's Prescription
Drug Take Back Program, call (773)843-5335 or email Sheriff.Recycling@cookcountyil.gov.

Got Drugs?

Prescription Drug Take Back Program
Cook County Markham Courthouse

16501 South Kedzie Parkway

Markham, Illinois 60426

(Monday - Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.)

For more information call
(773) 843-5335 or email:
Sheriff.Recycling@cookcountyil.gov.




