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In December, the City of Oak Forest found it necessary to
increase its property tax levy by 8.95 percent, which means
that the city share of property taxes will increase an estimated
$88 for the average property owner in Oak Forest.  Our
intention is never to significantly increase taxes, fees or
other charges unless it is necessary, but we had to do it this
year for the following reasons: the city’s workers’ compen-
staion, property and casualty, and its health insurance costs
increased by more than $300,000 in the past year; pension
costs increased nearly $400,000; and the cost of goods and
services continued to increase for local government just as
they did for those of us that own a home, a business or
rental properties.

As we do with all issues that confront us, the City
Council and I grappled with the tough decision as to how
much we should increase our tax levy.  All of us felt a higher
tax levy was more responsible than indebting our town by
borrowing funds that we would have to pay back in the
future to carry out police, fire, public works, and inspectional
services we are providing today, which is simply more
expensive in the long run.  We believe that our strategic
plan and our economic development priorities, which have
been taking shape over the past few years, will yield benefits
and help reduce our costs in the future.

Toward that end, at the same meeting in December that
the tax levy was approved, the City Council approved three
nationally known retail businesses that will open in Oak
Forest: a 8,300-square-foot Family Dollar store at 5400 W.
159th Street; a new Starbucks and ATI, a physical therapy
provider, in the Gateway Development; and a new ACE
Hardware store in the former House of Brews/Numero Uno

site.  Along with the Eagle Sports Range on 159th Street
and several other highly anticipated projects, we can now
forsee revenues that will help provide funding for city services
and tax relief to property owners.  Oak Forest is on the move.

It has taken time, patience and hard work, but a team of
professionals has been put together in Oak Forest — and
we have a plan.  Our efforts started to pay off a few years
ago with development of our new Metra train station.
Furthermore, the state of Illinois is providing funding to
widen and improve the intersection at 159th Street and
Cicero Avenue — long a bottleneck that discouraged
development.  We also received a $560,000 grant from the
Regional Transportation Authority — no city match
required — to connect east and west sidewalks from 155th
Street to 158th Street from Lamon Avenue to Long Avenue.
Not only are we now attracting more businesses into town,
but we are creating a more livable environment by improving
how our commercial and residential areas look and making
them more accessible.   

The City of Oak Forest has a team and we have a team
approach.  I would like to mention some of them: City
Administrator Troy Ishler has done an outstanding job coor-
dinating these efforts.  Community Development Director
Adam Dotson and Assistant Director Jake Melrose have
risen to the occasion and brought in new businesses.  City
Clerk Scott Burkhardt and Finance Director Colleen Julian
have provided the support services necessary to help
assure success through good business practices that help
turn plans into reality.  And Public Relations Coordinator
Chrissy Maher has worked tirelessly with staff and consultants
to get the message out and spread our new marketing
theme – All Good Things Close to Home – to people and
businesses who may wish to relocate or invest in Oak Forest.

Finally, my thanks and my gratitude to each aldermen
that sits on the City Council – for their hard work, dedication,
responsible actions, and determination to make our community
the best that it can be.
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Happy New Year!  May 2016 bring health and prosperity to
you and your families!

Last year, our Public Works Department commissioned a
comprehensive study of our water delivery system in an
effort to learn more about inefficiencies due to aging infra-
structure and outdated equipment.  As a result, the City
Council approved a Comprehensive Plan to pinpoint locations
of multiple water main breaks and take action to correct

those areas, as well as upgrade our water
meters to reduce leaking and inaccurate
readings.  These actions will result in less
water waste systemwide, which in turn will
reduce our costs.  Phase I of this plan is
to replace all existing residential and
business water meters — some of which
are many years old and do not function
properly.  You will receive a letter from the
city with instructions to call M.E Simpson
to schedule your appointment for installa-

tion.  All of these steps combined will help the system perform
more efficiently and that benefits you, the taxpayer.

Did you know that the City of Oak Forest has an active
volunteer group with the mission of helping our local animals?
The Friends of Oak Forest Animal Control is a group of resi-
dents dedicated to creating a more humane, animal friendly
community.  The volunteers take care of the animals that
make their way into our system and, if unclaimed, the group
works with local rescue organizations to find new loving
homes for those left behind.  This program serves two very
important purposes.  All of the unclaimed and unwanted ani-
mals have a chance at a new life.  And, all manpower, food
and supplies are donated by you, our caring residents, and
local animal welfare organizations, which saves taxpayer
resources.  In addition, past practice had our animal control
officer transporting all unclaimed animals after the mandatory
stray hold period to an open admission shelter – at a cost of
upwards of $25 per animal – paid by you the taxpayer.  By
transferring the unclaimed into rescues, we’ve saved lives
and taxpayer dollars.  This group has lots of exciting pro-
grams planned for 2016 – one of which is a low-cost
microchip event, which will be held at the Oak Forest
Farmers Market in June.  To learn more about this volunteer
program, please “Like” us on Facebook under Friends of
Oak Forest Animal Control, or feel free to email me at
lclemons@oak-forest.org.  

I am excited for all of the exciting happenings in town
this year – it’s great to be Living Oak Forest.  

Laura Clemons
1st Ward Alderman
708-903-1845

Residents, businesses to
receive new water meters

Friends of Oak Forest Animal Control

Earlier this winter, a storm dropped more snow/sleet than
anticipated – putting into effect the city’s ordinance prohibiting
vehicles from parking on city streets after 2” of snow has fallen.
Unfortunately, many residents did not adhere to the ordinance,
which made it difficult for Public Works crews to clear the
streets effectively and efficiently.  In anticipation of future winter
storms, please keep in mind: 

� The City of Oak Forest will tow vehicles that are on city
streets after 2” of snow has fallen.  No warnings will be
issued.  Vehicles must remain off city streets for 12 hours
after the end of the snowfall.  If your vehicle is towed, you
could face fines of up to $260.  

� Do not shovel or blow snow from driveways into the
streets as this can cause a hazard and is against city
ordinance.  When snow is shoveled into the street, the
plow is likely to push it right back in front of the driveway.
Although the city’s plows may leave some snow across
driveway entrances, they try to keep it to a minimum.
Regardless, please note, that Public Works will not
remove snow from driveway entrances.  The diagram
below demonstrates the appropriate way to remove snow
from your driveway so you do not get plowed in.  

� If a city plow physically strikes and damages your mailbox,
Public Works will replace it with a standard mailbox as
long as it was located in accordance with United States
Post Office and City of Oak Forest standards.  To read the
standards, visit www.oak-forest.org.  However, if the mail-
box is incorrectly located or knocked down from the weight
of snow rolling off a plow, the resident is responsible for
replacing the mailbox.  The department will not be
responsible for decorative or brick mailboxes.  If a decorative
or brick mailbox is struck by a plow, a resident may be
eligible for a reimbursement up to $40 from the city.  If
your mailbox is damaged, call Public Works at 708-535-
4090 to request an inspection.

Winter weather reminders
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Eagle Sports Range to open in March 

Spring is right
around the corner
and with it comes
the opening of the
Eagle Sports Range
on 159th Street and
construction of other
new businesses —
Family Dollar,
Starbucks, ATI, and

Ace Hardware.  While construction of
the sports range took a little longer
than we had hoped, I am happy to see
that there is a countdown on its web-
site at www.eaglesportsrange.com.

Something as simple as a countdown
seems to make it more exciting.  The
website also highlights membership
options, range details, class descrip-
tions, and employment opportunities.    

I think it’s important to give a shout
out to our Community Development
Department.  Director Adam Dotson
and Assistant Director Jake Melrose
have been doing a great job keeping
up with and pursuing these businesses
– making sure the company executives
and owners know all the benefits of
opening a business in our fine city.  I
know Adam and Jake are working on
other projects, including our Living Oak
Forest marketing campaign, and I
appreciate everything they are doing to
continue to move our city forward.  

Another shout out goes to the staff
and students of Kerkstra Elementary
School, which was recognized as a
2015 National Blue Ribbon School.  It
is the only school in the Chicago

Southland and one of only 16 nominees
in Illinois to receive the prestigious
designation from the U.S. Department
of Education.  This coveted award was
achieved over a multi-year timespan of
instruction and curriculum improvement,
thanks largely to the efforts of Dr. Lori
Leppert, director of pupil personnel
services at District 142 and former
long-time principal of G. Kerkstra
Elementary School. Shortly after
receiving the award, Leppert told the
Daily Southtown that her goal now is
to apply the changes made at Kerkstra
to the other schools in District 142,

Foster Elementary School and Jack
Hille Middle School. We are very fortu-
nate to have such great schools in our
community.  

I appreciate all of you keeping an
eye out for one another and letting me
know if there are things that need to
be taken care of in our community and
ward. Remember you can always
reach me at ddanihel@oak-forest.org.

Denise Danihel
7th Ward Alderman

Dr. Lori Leppert with Kerkstra students

Eagle Gun Club Rendering

What is electric
aggregation?
The City of Oak Forest’s electric
aggregation program, which was
established in 2012 provides ratepayers
an alternative to the ComEd default
electric supply rate. Ratepayers who
have participated since the program’s
inception have saved an average of
$366 — resulting in a citywide cumu-
lative savings of more than $2.8 mil-
lion. The city’s current program with
FirstEnergy Solutions offers a fixed
rate of 6.92¢ per kWh for electric sup-
ply service through July 2017.

The ComEd rate has fallen in
recent years — narrowing the margin.
It also changes each month. Currently,
it is at a fixed rate of 6.987¢ per kWh,
plus a floating component called the
Purchased Electricity Adjustment
(PEA). The PEA can range from a
half-cent credit to a half-cent debit and
therefore will range between 6.487¢
and 7.487¢ per kWh through May
2016 at which time the base rate will
be reset.

Residents may join or leave the
aggregation program at any time. Any
ratepayer choosing to move back to
ComEd’s floating rate may call
FirstEnergy at 888-651-5200. There is
no termination fee to leave the pro-
gram, nor any switching fee. The
account would be switched within one
to two billing cycles.

For rate information, PEA details
or to compare electric suppliers, visit
www.PlugInIllinois.org, which was
established by the Illinois Commerce
Commission to help Illinois residents
understand electric rates.

Ratepayers who switch back to
ComEd may return to the city’s pro-
gram with FirstEnergy (after a six-
month wait period). To learn more, call
NIMEC, the city’s electric consultant,
at 800-727-3820 and leave a callback
number. A NIMEC consultant will
return your call within 24 hours.
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Earlier this winter, a storm dropped more snow/sleet than
anticipated – putting into effect the city’s ordinance prohibiting
vehicles from parking on city streets after 2” of snow has fallen.
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� Do not shovel or blow snow from driveways into the
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ordinance.  When snow is shoveled into the street, the
plow is likely to push it right back in front of the driveway.
Although the city’s plows may leave some snow across
driveway entrances, they try to keep it to a minimum.
Regardless, please note, that Public Works will not
remove snow from driveway entrances.  The diagram
below demonstrates the appropriate way to remove snow
from your driveway so you do not get plowed in.  
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Public Works will replace it with a standard mailbox as
long as it was located in accordance with United States
Post Office and City of Oak Forest standards.  To read the
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box is incorrectly located or knocked down from the weight
of snow rolling off a plow, the resident is responsible for
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eligible for a reimbursement up to $40 from the city.  If
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Going above and beyond the call of duty 
I might be a little
biased as a retired
police officer but I
think most residents
would agree that
Oak Forest police
officers are some of
the best around.
Not only do they
serve and protect

but they do so in a professional and
caring manner.  They have a lot of
heart and it shows in their actions. 

For example, Sergeant Scott
Durano, a 20-year veteran of the Oak
Forest Police Department and a
United States Marine, recruited the
help of his fellow officers in 2010 to
start a toy collection program to benefit
the United States Marine Corps
Reserves’ Toys for Tots program.
Thanks to Durano’s vision, the program
has come a long way — from three
boxes in the City Hall lobby to the suc-
cessful Fill the Squad toy drive to busi-
ness owners encouraging donations.  

The program is growing so quickly
that in 2015 the department more than
doubled its efforts from the previous
year — collecting 3,673 toys.  At an
average of two toys per child, these
donations touched nearly 1,800 chil-
dren, who otherwise may not have
received any toys for Christmas.  

Like Durano, Detective Bob Frias,
a 17-year veteran of the department,

has been working hard to raise aware-
ness and funds for Special Olympics
Illinois through the Law Enforcement
Torch Run.  Each year, approximately
3,000 officers representing every
branch of law enforcement across the
state, from local police officers to FBI
agents, carry the Flame of Hope nearly
1,500 miles, running through thousands
of Illinois communities via 23 different
legs to its final destination.

In 2015, Frias and fellow officers
raised $6,024 for the Torch Run

through various fundraising efforts,
including Cop on Top at the Dunkin’
Donuts on 159th Street and Dunk a
Cop at the city’s annual National Night
Out event.  This year, they hope to
raise additional funds by participating
in the Polar Plunge in Manteno on
Saturday, March 5.   

Finally, last year, the police
department made a commitment to
our community by creating the position
of community programs officer.  Officer
Todd Arthur, a 20-year veteran of the
department serves in this role and
leads three key programs.  

The Explorers Program offers high
school students a personal awareness
of the criminal justice system through
training, practical experiences and
competition.  The Too Good for Drugs
for elementary school students is
designed to reduce students' intention
to use alcohol, tobacco, and illegal
drugs, while promoting pro-social atti-
tudes, skills, and behaviors.  And, the
Citizens Police Academy offers citi-
zens insights into how police officers

Jim Emmett
5th Ward Alderman

Oak Forest police officers, including Sergeant
Scott Durano (second on right), deliver toys to
the 2D Battalion 24th Marines on Foster Avenue
in Chicago on December 17, 2015.

Oak Forest police officers participate in the Law
Enforcement Torch Run on June 9, 2015.

perform their duties and how the
department serves the community.

While all three programs have
great value, I am most excited about
the Citizens Police Academy as I
believe it can foster a lot of goodwill
between residents and our officers.
Thirteen residents, ages 21 to 73, have
signed up for the academy, which
begins on February 1.  I truly hope that
these individuals share what they learn
through the 12-week program with
their family, friends and neighbors.  

The goal of the academy is to
foster better communication between
citizens and police through education.
I think we can all agree that is some-
thing that is sorely needed right now,
which is why I feel it is so important to
recognize our officers, like Durano,
Frias and Arthur, who so often go
above and beyond the call of duty.  

L to R: Explorers Brett Chudina, Jacob Lugo,
Officer Todd Arthur, and Officer Lori Manning 

New Location

Farmers Market
Opens May 28
Due to pending construction at
the Gateway Development, the
Oak Forest Farmers Market will
move northeast of the train station
to the Waverly Commuter Lot on
Cicero Avenue.  The market,
which includes a wide selection of
fruits, vegetables, flowers, and
more will be open every Saturday
from May 28 through October 1
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  For details,
visit www.oak-forest.org.
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All vehicles that are housed in the City of
Oak Forest must be registered with the
City Clerk’s Office and must display a
current vehicle sticker at all times.  New
residents or anyone who recently pur-
chased a vehicle should register the
vehicles within 30 days and show proof
of move-in or purchase date. Vehicle
stickers are valid from July 1 to June 30
of each year.  

This year, to improve compliance of the city’s vehicle
sticker ordinance, the City Clerk’s Office will conduct an
audit — comparing a list of vehicles registered in Oak
Forest by the state of Illinois to the city’s list of registered
vehicles.  This comparison will help us to identify unregis-
tered vehicles and vehicles that have been sold or are no
longer housed in Oak Forest.  

Per our ordinance, vehicles registered within the Oak
Forest municipal limits must display a vehicle sticker.  The
area includes the boundaries within the Oak Forest 60452
zip code.  It also includes areas with Midlothian, Tinley Park
and Orland Park postal addresses that are incorporated
within the Oak Forest boundaries.  Your property tax bill
indicates if your
property pays taxes
to the City of Oak
Forest.  If so, vehi-
cles registered to
your address must
display a current
city vehicle sticker.

Vehicle sticker
requirements
include residences
— single family
homes, condomini-
ums, townhouses
and apartments —
as well as local
businesses.
Proceeds generated
by vehicle sticker
sales go in the
city’s general rev-
enue fund, which is used to keep city services operating.

All residents with vehicles will receive vehicle sticker
applications in the mail in May.  If you have any questions or
do not receive your application, please contact the City
Clerk’s Office at 708-687-4050.

Scott Burkhardt
City Clerk 

Vehicle sticker audit will
improve compliance 

Are you registered to vote in the Presidential Primary
Election on March 15?  To vote in Illinois, you must be a
United States citizen, 18 years old on or before Election Day,
live in your election precinct at least 30 days prior to Election
Day, not be convicted and in jail, not claim the right to vote
anywhere else.

The deadline to register for the presidential primary
election is February 16.  Voter registration is conducted in
the City Clerk's Office at City Hall (15440 S. Central Avenue)
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Applicants
must bring in two forms of identification, both with signatures
and a current address.  You also can register online at
www.ova.elections.il.gov.  You will need a valid Illinois driver’s
license or state ID to register online.

Early voting
Early voting for the primary election will take place at City
Hall beginning Monday, February 29 and extending through
Saturday, March 12 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Voters do not need to provide an excuse or reason why
they cannot make it to the polls on Election Day. You need
only to fill out an application at the Early Voting site.  Early
Voting is conducted on touch screens that store every ballot
style in the county, permitting any voter in suburban Cook to
vote at any location.  Voters who participate in Early Voting
must vote in person.  

Online voting
Any registered suburban Cook County voter may request a
mail ballot at www.cookcountyclerk.com/votebymail. Ballots
will be mailed beginning in mid-February.  The deadline to
apply is March 10. Your ballot must be postmarked no later
than Election Day, March 15, and received at the Cook
County Clerk's office within 14 days of Election Day.

Polling locations
Voters will be notified of their polling place in a mailing from
the Cook County Clerk prior to the election.  Or, visit
www.cookcountyclerk.org for a list of local polling places.  

Make your voice heard

2016-2017 Vehicle Sticker 
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agents, carry the Flame of Hope nearly
1,500 miles, running through thousands
of Illinois communities via 23 different
legs to its final destination.

In 2015, Frias and fellow officers
raised $6,024 for the Torch Run

through various fundraising efforts,
including Cop on Top at the Dunkin’
Donuts on 159th Street and Dunk a
Cop at the city’s annual National Night
Out event.  This year, they hope to
raise additional funds by participating
in the Polar Plunge in Manteno on
Saturday, March 5.   

Finally, last year, the police
department made a commitment to
our community by creating the position
of community programs officer.  Officer
Todd Arthur, a 20-year veteran of the
department serves in this role and
leads three key programs.  

The Explorers Program offers high
school students a personal awareness
of the criminal justice system through
training, practical experiences and
competition.  The Too Good for Drugs
for elementary school students is
designed to reduce students' intention
to use alcohol, tobacco, and illegal
drugs, while promoting pro-social atti-
tudes, skills, and behaviors.  And, the
Citizens Police Academy offers citi-
zens insights into how police officers

Jim Emmett
5th Ward Alderman

Oak Forest police officers, including Sergeant
Scott Durano (second on right), deliver toys to
the 2D Battalion 24th Marines on Foster Avenue
in Chicago on December 17, 2015.

Oak Forest police officers participate in the Law
Enforcement Torch Run on June 9, 2015.

perform their duties and how the
department serves the community.

While all three programs have
great value, I am most excited about
the Citizens Police Academy as I
believe it can foster a lot of goodwill
between residents and our officers.
Thirteen residents, ages 21 to 73, have
signed up for the academy, which
begins on February 1.  I truly hope that
these individuals share what they learn
through the 12-week program with
their family, friends and neighbors.  

The goal of the academy is to
foster better communication between
citizens and police through education.
I think we can all agree that is some-
thing that is sorely needed right now,
which is why I feel it is so important to
recognize our officers, like Durano,
Frias and Arthur, who so often go
above and beyond the call of duty.  

L to R: Explorers Brett Chudina, Jacob Lugo,
Officer Todd Arthur, and Officer Lori Manning 

New Location

Farmers Market
Opens May 28
Due to pending construction at
the Gateway Development, the
Oak Forest Farmers Market will
move northeast of the train station
to the Waverly Commuter Lot on
Cicero Avenue.  The market,
which includes a wide selection of
fruits, vegetables, flowers, and
more will be open every Saturday
from May 28 through October 1
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  For details,
visit www.oak-forest.org.
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All vehicles that are housed in the City of
Oak Forest must be registered with the
City Clerk’s Office and must display a
current vehicle sticker at all times.  New
residents or anyone who recently pur-
chased a vehicle should register the
vehicles within 30 days and show proof
of move-in or purchase date. Vehicle
stickers are valid from July 1 to June 30
of each year.  

This year, to improve compliance of the city’s vehicle
sticker ordinance, the City Clerk’s Office will conduct an
audit — comparing a list of vehicles registered in Oak
Forest by the state of Illinois to the city’s list of registered
vehicles.  This comparison will help us to identify unregis-
tered vehicles and vehicles that have been sold or are no
longer housed in Oak Forest.  

Per our ordinance, vehicles registered within the Oak
Forest municipal limits must display a vehicle sticker.  The
area includes the boundaries within the Oak Forest 60452
zip code.  It also includes areas with Midlothian, Tinley Park
and Orland Park postal addresses that are incorporated
within the Oak Forest boundaries.  Your property tax bill
indicates if your
property pays taxes
to the City of Oak
Forest.  If so, vehi-
cles registered to
your address must
display a current
city vehicle sticker.

Vehicle sticker
requirements
include residences
— single family
homes, condomini-
ums, townhouses
and apartments —
as well as local
businesses.
Proceeds generated
by vehicle sticker
sales go in the
city’s general rev-
enue fund, which is used to keep city services operating.

All residents with vehicles will receive vehicle sticker
applications in the mail in May.  If you have any questions or
do not receive your application, please contact the City
Clerk’s Office at 708-687-4050.

Scott Burkhardt
City Clerk 

Vehicle sticker audit will
improve compliance 

Are you registered to vote in the Presidential Primary
Election on March 15?  To vote in Illinois, you must be a
United States citizen, 18 years old on or before Election Day,
live in your election precinct at least 30 days prior to Election
Day, not be convicted and in jail, not claim the right to vote
anywhere else.

The deadline to register for the presidential primary
election is February 16.  Voter registration is conducted in
the City Clerk's Office at City Hall (15440 S. Central Avenue)
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Applicants
must bring in two forms of identification, both with signatures
and a current address.  You also can register online at
www.ova.elections.il.gov.  You will need a valid Illinois driver’s
license or state ID to register online.

Early voting
Early voting for the primary election will take place at City
Hall beginning Monday, February 29 and extending through
Saturday, March 12 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Voters do not need to provide an excuse or reason why
they cannot make it to the polls on Election Day. You need
only to fill out an application at the Early Voting site.  Early
Voting is conducted on touch screens that store every ballot
style in the county, permitting any voter in suburban Cook to
vote at any location.  Voters who participate in Early Voting
must vote in person.  

Online voting
Any registered suburban Cook County voter may request a
mail ballot at www.cookcountyclerk.com/votebymail. Ballots
will be mailed beginning in mid-February.  The deadline to
apply is March 10. Your ballot must be postmarked no later
than Election Day, March 15, and received at the Cook
County Clerk's office within 14 days of Election Day.

Polling locations
Voters will be notified of their polling place in a mailing from
the Cook County Clerk prior to the election.  Or, visit
www.cookcountyclerk.org for a list of local polling places.  

Make your voice heard

2016-2017 Vehicle Sticker 
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Captain Pioth inducted into
Senior Illinois Hall of Fame 
Oak Forest Fire Department Captain Jim Pioth was recently
inducted into the 2015 Senior Illinois Hall of Fame.  Pioth
received the honor in the labor force category.

Pioth has worked close to 50 years for the Oak Forest
Fire Department – starting out as a junior firefighter. Early in
his career he found a strong interest in
the fire investigation unit, was a founding
member of the fire investigation team, and
was instrumental in establishing a yearly
investigative training program. Pioth is a
decorated firefighter who continues to
contribute to the Oak Forest Fire
Department and serve the residents of
Oak Forest.

“As our most senior member, we
admire and look up to Jim,” said Oak Forest Fire Chief
David Griffin.  “He was one of the founding members of our
department and continues to participate and assist on a
daily basis.  Over the years, Jim’s life has been dedicated to
serving with diligence, vigor, and loyalty.  We take our hats
off to his family who has shared him with us for many years.”

The Senior Illinois Hall of Fame was created by the
Legislature in 1994 to honor Illinois residents age 65 and
older for their personal achievement in three categories:
community service, labor force and education. Since then,
98 people have been inducted into the Hall of Fame. Each
inductee is chosen through a statewide nomination and
selection process. Illinois Department on Aging compiles a
list of nominees then consults with the members of the
Illinois Council on Aging to determine the winners.

Pioth

Electrical Inspector

Meet Jim Cozzi 
The Oak Forest
Building Department
is happy to welcome
Jim Cozzi back as
one of our electrical
inspectors.  Jim,
along with his wife
Elizabeth, have lived
in Oak Forest for 15
years and have two,
grown children.  Jim
has 26 years of

electrical experience, and spent 8 years as an
electrical inspector in the past.  He currently
works as an electrician for IBEW Local #134.  In
his free time, he enjoys fishing and gardening.
His favorite thing about Oak Forest is that it is a
bedroom community, and the people are down to
earth.  

Street Art Commission
meets February 8

You’re invited to the Street Art
Commission’s first meeting on
Monday, February 8 at 7 p.m. at
City Hall.  The commission’s
objective is to help beautify
Oak Forest and create a more
interesting physical environment
for citizens to enjoy.  

Public art is an important
component of community devel-

opment.  It provides a creative, human touch to
the landscape and enhances the aesthetics of the
most important commercial areas of our town.

The commission’s first project, Opportunity
Knocks, featured colorful doors by local artists at
the northwest corner of 159th and Cicero Avenue.    

For more information or to share ideas about
public art, please contact me 708-207-8392 or
dwolf@oak-forest.org.

Join the Oak Forest Rotary Club at its 22nd Annual Pancake
Breakfast and Bood Drive on Sunday, February 21 from 8
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Oak Forest High School, 15100 S.
Central Avenue.  This event is free to the community.  To
donate blood, call Rotarian Jim Watson at 708-687-7026.
Walk-ins are welcome.

Celebrating 40 years of putting Service Above Self, the Oak
Forest Rotary Club meets every Tuesday at the Midlothian
Country Club.  Stop by to "join leaders, exchange ideas, and
take action.”  To learn more, visit the Rotary’s website at
www.oakforestrotary.org. 

Rotary hosts free pancake
breakfast and blood drive

Diane Wolf
3rd Ward Alderman
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Oak Forest hosts Irish festival March 5 
Law Enforcement Torch Run will be grand marshal

The Oak Forest-Crestwood Area
Chamber of Commerce and the City of
Oak Forest will host the 7th Annual
Oak Forest Fleadh on Saturday, March
5 on Cicero Avenue.  Organizers are
pleased to announce that this year’s
family parade grand marshal is the
Oak Forest Police Department Law
Enforcement Torch Run.  The Torch
Run is the single largest year-round
fundraising vehicle benefiting
Special Olympics Illinois.     

CNB Fleadh 5K
Cicero Avenue will
close at 8 a.m. to
prepare for the 5K
run/walk at 8:30
a.m.  The race
starts and finishes
at 159th and Cicero
Avenue and takes
runners through the
city’s 3rd Ward.  More
than 400 people are expected
to run or walk the 3.1 mile course.
Following the race, participants will
enjoy refreshments and sponsor
services in the Arbor Park commuter
lot. The awards ceremony for all age
categories will begin promptly at 9:30
a.m.  Register for your hometown 5K
at www.signmeup.com/110008.

Open Streets 
After the 5K, Law Enforcement Torch
Run and Special Olympics organizers
will host activities on Cicero Avenue.
Be sure to come out and enjoy the
activities and cheer on those daring
enough to take the Polar Plunge for
Special Olympics later that day in
Manteno!  A portion of the street will
be available for children and adults to
bike, blade and play.

Family Parade 
After open streets, the family parade
will step off at 11 a.m. from 157th

Street and travel north to 151st Street.
The Law Enforcement Torch Run for
Special Olympics will lead pipe bands,
local businesses, civic and community
groups, families, and more up the route.  

Pub & Restaurant Open House
The pub and restaurant open house
will take place from 5 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Free buses will make continuous stops

from 7 p.m. until 2 a.m. at
participating pubs and

restaurants.  This
year’s event includes
Blarney Stone Pub,
Oak Forest Bowl,
Marcotte’s Bar
and Grill, Mrs.
O’Brien’s Pub,
Beggar’s Pizza,
Tap’s Pub, Cindy’s
Pub, Nite Games,

Rockin’ Horse, Gaelic
Park and Oliver’s.  

Additional details
Throughout the event, alcohol will only
be permitted inside designated areas
such as beer tents, beer gardens,
pubs, and restaurants.  The city's public
intoxication and open containers ordi-
nances will be strictly enforced.   

Free parking will be available day
and night in the Arbor Commuter Lot
at the southwest corner of 159th
Street and Oak Avenue.

Cicero Avenue from 151st to
159th Streets will be closed from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m.  EMA will allow local
traffic to get through the adjacent
neighborhoods between 147th Street
and 151st Street.  It will redirect non-
local traffic to 147th and Pulaski Road.  

For more information, call 708-
687-4600, visit www.oak-forest.org,
email oakforestfleadh@oak-forest.org,
or like the Oak Forest Fleadh on
Facebook.

Living Oak Forest

This year, the City of Oak Forest will
continue to spread its All Good Things
Close to Home message through a
multi-faceted marketing campaign that
will include digital and print advertising
opportunities with the Chicago Transit
Authority and Metra.  The ads are
designed to capture the interest of
workers and employers in Chicago’s
Loop as well as families traveling
downtown.  

The goal of the six-month cam-
paign is to raise the city’s profile and
give potential home buyers reason to
check Oak Forest out.  The ads will
showcase active lifestyles and commu-
nity events and direct people right to
the city’s new marketing website,
www.LivingOakForest.com.  

“We are taking our online concept
and bringing it to where the potential
future home shoppers live and work,”
said Community Development Director
Adam Dotson.  “Digital and online
advertising allow us to switch out our
message whenever we want to and
customize it depending on traffic con-
ditions or weekend events.”

So, as you travel around the
Chicago area this year, keep your
eyes open for Living Oak Forest ads
and let us know what you think via
social media:

www.facebook.com/LivingOakForest
www.twitter.com/LivingOakForest
www.instagram.com/livingoakforest

City to launch
2016 ad campaign 

81501-OF-FYI-Winter 2016_newsltr  1/19/16  11:46 AM  Page 7

81501-OF FYI Winter 2016-with 2color DCS2.0eps files.indd   6 1/19/16   11:51 AM



6 CITY OF OAK FOREST • WINTER 2016

Captain Pioth inducted into
Senior Illinois Hall of Fame 
Oak Forest Fire Department Captain Jim Pioth was recently
inducted into the 2015 Senior Illinois Hall of Fame.  Pioth
received the honor in the labor force category.

Pioth has worked close to 50 years for the Oak Forest
Fire Department – starting out as a junior firefighter. Early in
his career he found a strong interest in
the fire investigation unit, was a founding
member of the fire investigation team, and
was instrumental in establishing a yearly
investigative training program. Pioth is a
decorated firefighter who continues to
contribute to the Oak Forest Fire
Department and serve the residents of
Oak Forest.

“As our most senior member, we
admire and look up to Jim,” said Oak Forest Fire Chief
David Griffin.  “He was one of the founding members of our
department and continues to participate and assist on a
daily basis.  Over the years, Jim’s life has been dedicated to
serving with diligence, vigor, and loyalty.  We take our hats
off to his family who has shared him with us for many years.”

The Senior Illinois Hall of Fame was created by the
Legislature in 1994 to honor Illinois residents age 65 and
older for their personal achievement in three categories:
community service, labor force and education. Since then,
98 people have been inducted into the Hall of Fame. Each
inductee is chosen through a statewide nomination and
selection process. Illinois Department on Aging compiles a
list of nominees then consults with the members of the
Illinois Council on Aging to determine the winners.

Pioth

Electrical Inspector

Meet Jim Cozzi 
The Oak Forest
Building Department
is happy to welcome
Jim Cozzi back as
one of our electrical
inspectors.  Jim,
along with his wife
Elizabeth, have lived
in Oak Forest for 15
years and have two,
grown children.  Jim
has 26 years of

electrical experience, and spent 8 years as an
electrical inspector in the past.  He currently
works as an electrician for IBEW Local #134.  In
his free time, he enjoys fishing and gardening.
His favorite thing about Oak Forest is that it is a
bedroom community, and the people are down to
earth.  

Street Art Commission
meets February 8

You’re invited to the Street Art
Commission’s first meeting on
Monday, February 8 at 7 p.m. at
City Hall.  The commission’s
objective is to help beautify
Oak Forest and create a more
interesting physical environment
for citizens to enjoy.  

Public art is an important
component of community devel-

opment.  It provides a creative, human touch to
the landscape and enhances the aesthetics of the
most important commercial areas of our town.

The commission’s first project, Opportunity
Knocks, featured colorful doors by local artists at
the northwest corner of 159th and Cicero Avenue.    

For more information or to share ideas about
public art, please contact me 708-207-8392 or
dwolf@oak-forest.org.

Join the Oak Forest Rotary Club at its 22nd Annual Pancake
Breakfast and Bood Drive on Sunday, February 21 from 8
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Oak Forest High School, 15100 S.
Central Avenue.  This event is free to the community.  To
donate blood, call Rotarian Jim Watson at 708-687-7026.
Walk-ins are welcome.

Celebrating 40 years of putting Service Above Self, the Oak
Forest Rotary Club meets every Tuesday at the Midlothian
Country Club.  Stop by to "join leaders, exchange ideas, and
take action.”  To learn more, visit the Rotary’s website at
www.oakforestrotary.org. 

Rotary hosts free pancake
breakfast and blood drive

Diane Wolf
3rd Ward Alderman
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Law Enforcement Torch Run will be grand marshal

The Oak Forest-Crestwood Area
Chamber of Commerce and the City of
Oak Forest will host the 7th Annual
Oak Forest Fleadh on Saturday, March
5 on Cicero Avenue.  Organizers are
pleased to announce that this year’s
family parade grand marshal is the
Oak Forest Police Department Law
Enforcement Torch Run.  The Torch
Run is the single largest year-round
fundraising vehicle benefiting
Special Olympics Illinois.     

CNB Fleadh 5K
Cicero Avenue will
close at 8 a.m. to
prepare for the 5K
run/walk at 8:30
a.m.  The race
starts and finishes
at 159th and Cicero
Avenue and takes
runners through the
city’s 3rd Ward.  More
than 400 people are expected
to run or walk the 3.1 mile course.
Following the race, participants will
enjoy refreshments and sponsor
services in the Arbor Park commuter
lot. The awards ceremony for all age
categories will begin promptly at 9:30
a.m.  Register for your hometown 5K
at www.signmeup.com/110008.

Open Streets 
After the 5K, Law Enforcement Torch
Run and Special Olympics organizers
will host activities on Cicero Avenue.
Be sure to come out and enjoy the
activities and cheer on those daring
enough to take the Polar Plunge for
Special Olympics later that day in
Manteno!  A portion of the street will
be available for children and adults to
bike, blade and play.

Family Parade 
After open streets, the family parade
will step off at 11 a.m. from 157th

Street and travel north to 151st Street.
The Law Enforcement Torch Run for
Special Olympics will lead pipe bands,
local businesses, civic and community
groups, families, and more up the route.  

Pub & Restaurant Open House
The pub and restaurant open house
will take place from 5 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Free buses will make continuous stops

from 7 p.m. until 2 a.m. at
participating pubs and

restaurants.  This
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and Grill, Mrs.
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Tap’s Pub, Cindy’s
Pub, Nite Games,

Rockin’ Horse, Gaelic
Park and Oliver’s.  

Additional details
Throughout the event, alcohol will only
be permitted inside designated areas
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intoxication and open containers ordi-
nances will be strictly enforced.   

Free parking will be available day
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159th Streets will be closed from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m.  EMA will allow local
traffic to get through the adjacent
neighborhoods between 147th Street
and 151st Street.  It will redirect non-
local traffic to 147th and Pulaski Road.  

For more information, call 708-
687-4600, visit www.oak-forest.org,
email oakforestfleadh@oak-forest.org,
or like the Oak Forest Fleadh on
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Living Oak Forest

This year, the City of Oak Forest will
continue to spread its All Good Things
Close to Home message through a
multi-faceted marketing campaign that
will include digital and print advertising
opportunities with the Chicago Transit
Authority and Metra.  The ads are
designed to capture the interest of
workers and employers in Chicago’s
Loop as well as families traveling
downtown.  

The goal of the six-month cam-
paign is to raise the city’s profile and
give potential home buyers reason to
check Oak Forest out.  The ads will
showcase active lifestyles and commu-
nity events and direct people right to
the city’s new marketing website,
www.LivingOakForest.com.  

“We are taking our online concept
and bringing it to where the potential
future home shoppers live and work,”
said Community Development Director
Adam Dotson.  “Digital and online
advertising allow us to switch out our
message whenever we want to and
customize it depending on traffic con-
ditions or weekend events.”

So, as you travel around the
Chicago area this year, keep your
eyes open for Living Oak Forest ads
and let us know what you think via
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City to launch
2016 ad campaign 
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Please use this section to share with 
us your comments, suggestions, questions,
problems, or compliments.

Please send your comments to: City Administrator, City of Oak Forest, 15440 S.
Central Avenue, Oak Forest, IL 60452. If you would like a response, include your
name, mailing address, e-mail address, or daytime phone number.  FYI is published
by the City of Oak Forest for residents, business owners and friends of the city.  The
publication includes news and information about city-sponsored activities and events.   

City of Oak Forest
Mayor - Henry L. Kuspa 
City Clerk - Scott Burkhardt 
Treasurer - JoAnn Kelly

Aldermen
1st Ward - Laura Clemons 
2nd Ward - Richard D. Simon 
3rd Ward - Diane Wolf 
4th Ward -  Larry Schoenfeld
5th Ward - Jim Emmett 
6th Ward - James Hortsman 
7th Ward - Denise Danihel

City Officials
City Administrator - Troy Ishler
Finance Director - Colleen Julian 
Fire Chief - David Griffin 
Police Chief - Greg Anderson 
Public Works Director - Rich Rinchich 
Community Development - Adam Dotson
Building Commissioner - Mike Forbes
EMA Director - Robert Small 
Taxpayer Advocate - Guy Gattone 

City of Oak Forest
15440 S. Central Avenue
Web site: www.oak-forest.org

Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Select Saturdays: Visit website

City Phone Numbers
City Hall: 708-687-4050 
Police, non-emergency: 708-687-1376 
Fire, non-emergency: 708-687-6050 
Public Works: 708-535-4090 
Animal Control: 708-705-5690

resident
feedback

Stay informed!  Subscribe to the city’s weekly e-newsletter by visiting the Notify
Me section at www.oak-forest.org  And, be sure to “Like” us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/cityofoakforest and “Follow” us on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/cityofoakforest.  

CITY OF OAK FOREST
15440 S. CENTRAL AVENUE
OAK FOREST, IL 60452

Oak Forest Resident or Business
Oak Forest, IL 60452
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