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CITY APPOINTS NEW LEADERSHIP IN FIRE DEPARTMENT

The City of Oak Forest has named Jack Janozik as its
new fire chief and Patrick Duffy as its new deputy fire
chief. Both appointments were approved on March 22
after the City Council accepted the resignation of former
Fire Chief David Griffin.

“Together, Jack and Pat bring more than 50 years
of firefighting experience to the table,” said Mayor
Hank Kuspa. “As long-time Oak Forest
residents, they have strong ties within
the community. | think that community
spirit as well as their professionalism
will go a long way in renewing a strong
sense of pride in the Oak Forest Fire
Department.”

Janozik was hired by the city in 1986
as a paramedic/firefighter. In 2009, he
was promoted to the rank of lieutenant
and began overseeing the activities
of firefighters, including all training,
preparedness and emergency situations.
He also served as the director of the
Fire Prevention Bureau, implementing
ordinances and changes in the fire code
and coordinating inspection of fire safety
systems at local businesses. In 2014, Janozik was
appointed to the position of deputy fire chief. This was
Janozik's second stint as deputy fire chief, having
served in the position in 1996 under then Fire Chief
Jim Berger.

Throughout his tenure with the department, Janozik
has received two merit awards from the city and earned
recognition from the Office of the State Fire Marshal.
He earned two associate’s degrees in fire service
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Chief Janozik and Deputy Chief Duffy

management studies and emergency medical services/
paramedic studies from Moraine Valley Community
College and is currently pursuing a bachelor’'s degree

in fire and emergency services management. He also
has completed his certification as a chief fire officer
through the lllinois Fire Chiefs Association and serves
as a member of the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System
(MABAS) 24 Safety Officer Response Team.

Duffy was hired by the city in 1989
as a paramedic/firefighter. His duties
included responding to emergency
calls and acting as company officer in
the absence of a shift lieutenant. Duffy
was promoted to the rank of lieutenant
in 2008. In this role, Duffy was
responsible for staffing and scheduling,
conducting business premise inspec-
tions, responding to multiple alarm
incidents as a safety officer for MABAS
Division 24, maintaining the National
Fire Incident Reporting System,
supporting the computer-aided
dispatch program, and coordinating
the use, maintenance and purchase of
communication devices.

Duffy earned a bachelor’s degree in fire service
management from Southern lllinois University and is
currently pursuing a master’s of public administration
from Governors State University. He is a member of
several professional organizations, including the Oak
Forest Firefighters Union Local 3039, the International
Association of Fire Chiefs, the Associated Firefighters
of lllinois, the lllinois Association of Fire Chiefs, and the
National Fire Academy Alumni Association.



Do I Need a
Building Permit?

As spring approaches, the Building Department
has been receiving calls from homeowners and
contractors who are anxious to get started on
home improvement projects. Here are some
helpful hints while planning your spring projects.
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Do | Need a Building Permit?

Examples of projects that require a permit include:

Roof replacement

Furnace or air conditioner replacement
Window or patio door replacement or addition
Above or in-ground pool or hot tub

Fence (replacement or new)

Sheds

Decks

Concrete, asphalt or brick pavers

Sewer repair

Electrical or plumbing work

Lawn sprinklers

Detached garage

Remodel (depending on scope of work)
Temporary or permanent signs (businesses)

OR R TR TR R TR TR R YR R R YN R W

Masonry mailbox

Inspections

On-site inspections will be required to confirm that

the work is being done properly. Please note that
some permits require multiple
inspections (e.g., roof deck
inspection before roof is
covered with shingles, and
pre-pour inspections for
concrete or asphalt work).

You will be informed of the required inspections
when the permit is issued. Roofs must be completed
Monday through Friday to ensure an inspection.

Contractors

Any general or subcontractor working on your property
must be registered with the Building Department.

To ensure that your contractor ’Q

is registered and that there

are no related complaints, r’

call the Building Department KT’Q

at 708-687-4050, ext. 1040

to confirm this before
signing a contract.

Adhere to Construction Hours

Per city ordinance, no one may conduct property
maintenance work, including landscaping, which creates
noise between the hours of 10 p.m. and 7 a.m.

Contact the Building Department

The best way to verify if you need a permit is to

call us at 708-687-4050, ext. 1040. We will be
happy to talk to you about safety, local building codes,
and currently licensed contractors. Remember

to visit our section of the city’'s website at
www.oak-forest.org for construction guides,

permit applications, and other helpful information!

VISIT THE OAK FOREST

FARMERS MARKET

SATURDAYS — MAY 28 to OCT 1
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. — 156th & Cicero Ave
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Find us on

Facebook

708-687-1992

farmersmarket@oak-forest.org oak-forest.org
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One very important reason busi-
nesses and homebuyers choose

to invest in a community is the
stability of its local government.

| am not just speaking of how long
elected officials may serve, but how
well they interact and work with
one another. Our success can be
attributed to seven conscientious,
hard-working aldermen, as well as
an excellent staff. We have been
through some tough times together.

In 2008, our country experi-
enced its worst economic downturn
since the Great Depression of 1929;
the stock market crashed, banks
failed and the auto industry was
close to collapse. The housing
market also fell apart drying up new
construction and putting ongoing
projects at risk. Of course, the City
of Oak Forest was also affected:
closed businesses meant less sales
tax revenue requiring the city to
use its reserve funds; increased
unemployment hurt residents as
well as businesses; and highly
anticipated new development
simply did not happen. In addition,
less revenue from real estate and
income taxes was available to Oak
Forest and anticipated funding
from the federal government and
the state of Illinois was frequently
late. All of this created a serious
cash flow problem for the city.

The challenges wrought by the
2008 recession seemed almost
insurmountable when | took office in
April 2009. | knew if our community
was to come out of this recession
in decent shape we needed to
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create a plan of action and follow

it. We also needed both elected
and appointed officials to work as

a team to further refine our plans
and live within our means so that
we could continue to provide quality
municipal services at a reason-

able cost. Here's what we did:

After negotiating concessions
from local labor unions and cutting
positions by attrition, the City
Council and | instituted a Strategic
Planning Initiative, a process through
which we assessed our strengths
and weaknesses, identified our
resources and established our
goals. We spent a year carrying
out this initiative with the help of
local organizations and hundreds
of residents who responded to our
surveys and attended our public
meetings. We now have a clear
vision of where we are today and
what we need to do to reach the
goals we set out to achieve.

The city also needed a blueprint
for development so we updated
our Comprehensive Land Use Plan
and finalized a newly revised zoning
ordinance, important tools to control
development and its impact on
density, drainage and so on. Along
with establishing strategic goals
and updating development controls,
the City Council and | made a
decision to use some creative
funding mechanisms (e.g. Tax
Increment Financing, lines of credit
and the city’'s bonding power) to
acquire deteriorating properties
useful for future development.
We believe it makes more sense

to stretch our costs over time,
whenever it is advantageous, and
use alternative funding sources
rather than increasing Oak Forest's
share of property taxes to help
finance our plans for projects that
will generate business revenue.

While at times we still feel
the effects of the 2008 recession,
encounter bumps in the road and
need to make adjustments to our
plan, we have been able to do more
with less. We have been able to
move forward in our efforts to
generate more retail investment,
increase property values and
improve the quality of life in Oak
Forest. Our plan is working. Soon
we will have three new national
retailers in town: Starbuck’s, Family
Dollar and a new Ace Hardware.
In addition, our reserve fund
has been replenished while we
continue to provide services that
protect our families and properties,
improve our infrastructure, and
increase residents’ access to and
use of public land and facilities.

| would like to acknowledge the
hard work and dedication of each
of the city’s elected officials. All of
them have worked extremely well
with staff to help make Oak Forest
a better place to live and raise a
family. | would also like to point out
the excellent working relationship
we have developed with other
public bodies in Oak Forest, such
as the park district, Acorn Public
Library, Oak Forest High School,
and all of the grade school districts.
Members of each of these orga-
nizations have given up time with
their own families to do whatever
has been needed to improve our
community. In closing, | also want
to express my sincere thanks by
acknowledging their efforts as well.

Henry L. Kuspa, Mayor



| hope this issue
of FYIfinds you
well and enjoying
the changing
weather, everyone
seems to have a
bit more spring

in their step.

Laura Clemons

1st Ward Alderman
708-903-1845

Our annual

Clean Up Week

is scheduled for April 25 through
April 30. This is your opportunity to
clean out and dispose of anything—
large or small—with the exception
of electronics and hazardous wastes
(paint, stains, gasoline, etc.). For
your convenience, the Green

Steps Commission will host a
recycling event on Saturday, April 23
(see page 5). The Streetscape
Commission will be planning this
year's landscape at City Hall. If you
would like to lend a hand, bring your
green thumbs to our next meeting
on May 9 at 7 p.m. at City Hall.

The popular Citywide
Garage Sale is on Friday, May 13
and Saturday, May 14. The treasure
hunting is from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
both days. There is no cost to
our residents to participate and the
city handles all of the advertising
and permits. All you need to do
is sign up at www.oak-forest.org
by May 9. As in years past, we
have partnered with Savers, Inc.
to provide you a convenient way
to donate your unsold items after

the sale. On Saturday, May 14,

you can drop off your items at one
of two locations: the CVS parking
lot at 159" and Cicero Avenue or
Arbor Park School at 173 and
Central Avenue between 11 a.m.
and 4 p.m. This year, for every load
we donate, Savers will donate cash
to the Gingerwood Pool! Savers
volunteers will be on hand to help
you unload your car, and tax receipts
will be available. You do not need
to be a garage sale participant to
take advantage of this convenient
drop-off service, so save your stuff
and donate on May 14 to help your
community pool this summer!

Depending on the weather, the
Gingerwood Pool will open the first
week of June for another season of
family fun. The pool is located on
Aldersyde Road in the Gingerwood
subdivision, and is available for all
residents to enjoy! For member-
ship information, pool hours and
party rental opportunities, e-mail
gingerwoodpool@gmail.com.

| am looking forward to
construction beginning on the new
ACE Hardware and Starbucks, and
the opening of the Eagle Sports
Range. Also, congratulations
to Kusinang Pinoy on the grand
re-opening of their new, larger
restaurant at 1615t and Cicero
Avenue. Stop in and give it a try—
the Sunday buffet is incredible!
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May 13 & May 14

8 AM to 3 PM

It’s free to participate

Register at www.oak-forest.org

= Building on

. the success of
Opportunity
Knocks—the
city’s first public
art project—the
Street Art
Commission

is bringing its
kaleidoscope

of doors back

to 159" and Cicero Avenue with a
new twist. This year, artists will be
recreating their favorite American
television shows. Although

there are guidelines to follow and
concepts must be approved, artists
are free to recreate a scene from a
show, feature a popular character,
or highlight the best shows of a
decade. And, don't forget about
TV events such as Monday Night
Football or the summer Olympics.
The possibilities are endless!

Diane Wolf

3rd Ward Alderman
708-207-8392

If you would like to be a part
of this project, download the form
at www.oak-forest.org or e-mail
me at dwolf@oak-forest.org. All
applications are due by May 6.
Artists can begin work once their
concepts are approved by the
commission. The doors will make
their debut in mid-June and remain
up throughout the summer.

In addition to the doors, the
Street Art Commission is bringing
the Little Free Library concept to
Oak Forest. A Little Free Library
is a “take a book, return a book”
free book exchange. They come
in many shapes and sizes, but the
most common version is a small
wooden box of books. Anyone
may take a book or bring a book
to share. Little Free Library book
exchanges have a unique, personal
touch. There is an understanding
that real people are sharing their
favorite books with their community;
Little Libraries have been called
“mini-town squares.” We hope to
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place five Little Free Libraries in our
parks, train station, and City Hall.

| hope you are as excited as | am
about these projects that will create
interest in our landscape and give
our residents a place to meet. | am
inspired by the work of the Street
Art Commission and they are only
getting started—our future is bright!

L —

We were very
fortunate this
year that our
winter was very
mild. In fact,
we had a good
day for the Oak
Forest Fleadh,

James Hortsman  which was a
Sl Ware fderman great success!
Now that it's

spring, we can look forward to even
nicer weather and the following
events: electronics recycling

(April 23), Citywide Garage Sale

(May 13 & May 14), Oak Forest
Relay for Life (June 19), monthly
Senior Commission luncheons
(April 28, May 26, and June 23)
and National Night Out (August 2).

Spring weather brings our city

services outside for various projects,

including building jobs, road and
sidewalk repair, sewer cleaning,
and tree planting. As the weather
allows, our departments get more
involved with these projects, so
let me know if there are any items
that you might want to discuss.
Although you can contact city
departments directly for assistance,
please keep me informed in case |
need to follow up on any concerns
or keep projects moving forward.

In light of recent events at the
township level, | would like to send
out my appreciation to the programs
and services that were provided by
Bremen Youth Services for these
many years. Many of our residents
have had great

OAK FOREST GREEN STEPS COMMISSION

SATURDAY, APRIL 23
RETURNING TO CITY HALL

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING

9A.M.TO1P.M.
15440 S. CENTRAL AVE.

experiences
because of

the wonderful
staff at Bremen
Youth Services.

. Computers . Stereos

- Keyboards

. Monitors Players

« Cell Phones
. MP3Players * FDAs

. Printers
Consoles
VetTech.US, founded by Peter Polus,

is a program of the Keeling Family
Foundation dedicated to training and
preparing veterans for the IT career

The Oak Forest Green Steps Commission is teaming up with
VetTech.US to recycle electronics and support our veterans!

$20 FEE FOR EACH TELEVISION

. CRTs/LCDs
. CD/VCR/DVD =«

. FaxMachines

« Video Game

field while simultaneously collecting Fﬂ
and recycling/re-purposing E-waste. \““ ” [J'/

As noted on
the front page,
there is new
leadership in
the fire depart-
ment, which will
help insure our
residents and
others continue
to receive quality
service from our

crowaves firefighters and
. Computer .
- paramedics.
V. ' Finally, as
0.. we move further
‘9 into spring,
_ _ remember
(\ that our chil-
dren will be
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outside. We need to be diligent
as they are out playing, biking
and walking in the area.

. —

‘! It's spring!

And, that means
the Oak Forest
Farmers Market
is just around
the corner. The
market, which is
now managed by
the City of Oak
Forest, opens
on Saturday,

May 28 in the Waverly commuter
lot at 156" and Cicero Avenue.
Although our market may not be

as big (yet!) as other local markets,
it's a wonderful way to spend a
Saturday morning or early afternoon.

Denise Danihel

7th Ward Alderman
708-535-0911

This year's market promises
to have an excellent selection of
fruits, vegetables, fresh flowers,
and home decor. You'll also enjoy
weekly events such as health
screenings, culinary demos,
story time for kids, and much
more. There's a wonderful vitality
to farmers markets—the food,
families, freshness, and abundance
all carry with them a positive vibe.
You cannot help but feel inspired
by the food, art, music, and sense
of community. | hope you will
check it out and lend it your support
so that it can flourish like some
of our neighboring markets.

If you are a dog owner, please
be mindful of your neighbors, who
work hard to keep their lawns
looking nice. Let's try to keep our
pets off the lawns. Also, make
sure you're courteous when visiting
our parks with your pets, so that
everyone can enjoy a clean and
safe environment. Residents
with dogs may want to check
out Bremen Grove Dog Park.

L —



Spring Reminders
from the Public Works
Department

Yard waste pickup resumes

Grass clippings, leaves and
branches should be placed in

brown yard waste bags, 32-gallon -

cans with red “Yard Waste \ ' J
Only"” stickers (free at City Hall) ‘

or a 95-gallon cart (available on :

request from NuWay Disposal).

Spring Clean Up Week

April 25 through April 30

Residents of single-family homes may
dispose of multiple bulk items during Clean

Up Week. Simply leave unwanted household
items (except electronics and hazardous mate-
rials) at the curb on your regular pickup day.

Public Works chipping crews will be following
NuWay Disposal’s pickup schedule. Please leave your
branches at the curb by
‘ 7 a.m. on your pickup
day. Branches must be
less than four inches in
diameter and four feet
in length and stacked in
piles no higher than three
feet tall. Larger branches
must be cut up into logs
(no longer than 24 inches)
and stacked in a separate
pile at the curb. Stumps,
root balls and roots must be free of attached dirt.

L7

For more information, call Public Works at
708-535-4090 or visit http://mydisposal.com/
town/oak-forest/.

Earth Day

Celebrate Earth Day on

April 22 by pledging an act of
green as part of the “A Billion
Acts of Green” campaign

at www.earthday.org.

e
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arth Dapp

B April 22

Arbor Day

N\ And, don’t forget about Arbor Day
~on April 29. The city will plant an
== QOak tree at Fieldcrest Elementary
V School. You can make the most of
~ Arbor Day at home, school and in
the community by visiting www.arborday.org.

=

Water Conservation
Begins May 15

Water conservation measures go into effect on Sunday,
May 15 until Thursday, September 15. Qutside water
use is allowed from 7 to 11 a.m. and 7 to 11 p.m. on
odd or even dates based on your property address.

If drought conditions occur or
the Village of Oak Lawn'’s water
distribution center encounters
mechanical trouble, more stringent
restrictions could be implemented.

For more details or tips on how
you can conserve water on a regular
basis, visit www.oak-forest.org.

Residents, Businesses
to Receive New
Water Meters

The City of Oak Forest is upgrading its water meters
to ensure more accurate readings. All residents and
businesses will receive new water meters within the
next 12 months,
including those
who already have
a remote read
meter. Once the
upgrade is complete,
all water meters
will be remotely
read. Residents
will receive a
letter from the city
with instructions to call M.E Simpson to schedule

an appointment for installation. The installation
process should take less than 30 minutes.
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Oak Forest Police
Department Creates
Internet Purchase
Exchange Zone

Oak Forest residents can sell their goods online with
a little more confidence now that the Oak Forest
Police Department has created an internet purchase
exchange zone in its lobby and parking lot.

“With more and more people buying and selling
onling, it made sense to create a place where residents
feel safe selling their
goods,” said Deputy
INTERNET . Police Chief Dominic
PURCHASE & D'Ambrosio. “It's a
EXCHANGE . . .
LOCATION quality-of-life service
that requires little

THIS AREA IS B
resources on our end.

UNDER 24 HOUR
VIDEO

RECORDING According to
g D’Ambrosio, online
WIFORE ' .
transactions can pose
an added risk since a

potential buyer, who may

have malicious intentions, will be aware of a potential

victim'’s location and the goods he or she intends to sell.

“Our lobby is open 24/7 so it is an ideal location to

conduct what otherwise could be risky transactions with

strangers,” D'’Ambrosio said. “For large items, such as
cars or furniture, residents can use our parking lot.”

Although residents are welcome to make the
transactions in the lobby or parking lot, police
department personnel will not oversee the transac-
tions or meet with participants. However, they
will respond to a call for service if one arises.

Residents interested in using the exchange
zone should call the police non-emergency number
at 708-687-1376 prior to a meeting so that police
are aware that a transaction is taking place.
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What’s Happening in
the City Clerk’s Office

Vehicle stickers go on sale June 1

The city will be conducting an audit for 2016/2017 of
all vehicles in the 60452 zip code area, as well as for
1 Midlothian, Tinley Park and Orland
| Park mailing addresses within the
Oak Forest corporate municipal
boundaries, for compliance with
the city's vehicle sticker ordinance.
The city has purchased the license
& plate list from the

Scott Burkhardt  lllinois Secretary

City Clerk/Collector

708-687-4050 of State to assure

compliance
for all vehicles registered by the
state. Stickers must be purchased
and displayed by June 30. More
information will be available in the

vehicle sticker license mailing that
will be sent to all residents in May.

Traveling abroad this summer?

Since August 1999, the City of Oak Forest has
been designated as a United States Department
of State Passport Acceptance Facility. Employees
of the City Clerk’s Office are registered passport
acceptance agents and are authorized to process
passport applications for U.S. citizens.

Passport applicants should
plan on at least six weeks to
receive a passport. Applications
and fee information are available
at City Hall or can be found at
the U.S. Passport website at

PASSPORT

nited States
‘:f o https://travel.state.gov/content/

passports/en/passports.html.

Passport applications are processed by
appointment only. Please call 708-687-4050
for further information or to schedule an
appointment with an acceptance agent.
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Feedback

Oak Forest Resident or Business

Oak Forest IL 60452

Please send your comments, suggestions,
compliments, or questions to:

City of Oak Forest, 15440 Central Avenue,
Oak Forest, IL 60452.

facebook.com/cityofoakforest
facebook.com/livingoakforest
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www.oak-forest.org
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twitter.com/cityofoakforest instagram.com/livingoakforest
twitter.com/livingoakforest
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City of Oak Forest

Mayor — Henry L. Kuspa
City Clerk — Scott Burkhardt
Treasurer — JoAnn Kelly

Aldermen

1stWard — Laura Clemons
2nd Ward — Richard Simon
3rd Ward - Diane Wolf

4th Ward - Larry Schoenfeld
5th Ward - Jim Emmett

6th Ward - James Hortsman

7th Ward — Denise Danihel

City Officials

City Administrator ........... Troy Ishler
Finance Director.......... Colleen Julian
Fire Chief ................. Jack Janozik
Police Chief............. Greg Anderson

Public Works Director. . .... Rich Rinchich
Community Development...Adam Dotson

Building Commissioner-. ..... Mike Forbes
EMA Director ............. Robert Small
Taxpayer Advocate ......... Guy Gattone

City of Oak Forest

15440 Central Avenue
www.oak-forest.org
www.livingoakforest.org

Office Hours

Monday — Friday: 9a.m.to 5 p.m.
Select Saturdays: Visit website

City Phone Numbers

CityHall .................. 708-687-4050
Police non-emergency ..... 708-687-1376
Fire non-emergency ....... 708-687-6050
Public Works............. 708-535-4090
Animal Control ............ 708-705-5690

FYI is published by the City of Oak Forest
for residents, business owners and friends
of the city. =



